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EDITORIAL 


So far this State has had as many Editors for this magazine as there have been 
editions, both my predecessors having now departed for London. 1! would like to express 
my personal thanks, and | am sure the Club’s thanks, to the latest of these, Tom Clarke, 


for a job well done and we alf wish him fuck in his travels. 


Another Federal Rally is now in the record books, photograph albums, and mem- 
ories of those who attended; some of the latter being covered in this issue, thanks to a 
couple of our members. It was the largest gathering of club cars and members yet 
assembled with over 100 cars and 400 members - with this type of support we look 


forward to even greater things in the years to come. Keep it up. 


One letter, included in this issue, has come following the request by the Editor in 
the previous issue for information regarding the restoration of London-to-Edinburgh type 
Silver Ghosts. Many thanks to that owner, perhaps this may spark the enthusiasm of 


others. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT - David C. Jones 


| was deeply honoured in Canberra to receive the position of Federal President of 


our Club in Australia. 


The Club means a great deal to me as it does to all members throughout Australia. 


Ali members of the Victorian Branch are deeply aware of their responsibility to the 
club as a whole in being host state for the 1971 Federal Rally in Shepparton. You can 
feel sure that the Victorian executives will do everything possible to make this Rally in 


Shepparton up to the standards of past Federal Rallies. 


On behaif of you all |! wish to congratulate the past Federal President, George Green, 
and the past Federal Secretary, Graham Soderland, and the New South Wales Committee 


for a most enjoyable Federal Rally held in Canberra last June. 


The very capable Dare Watkins has accepted the post of Federal Secretary for the 
next 12 months and on behalf of us both, | wish you an enjoyable year in the club and 
we would be only toa pleased to help out in any way which would benefit the club ona 


Federal Basis. 


My best wishes to you all. 
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IS ORIGINALITY REALLY WORTHWHILE? 
by DAVID JONES 


The question of whether a car is original, is a replica, or is a rebuild of who knows 
what depth begins to raise its head as a problem which in this age of high prices and keen 
concours competition must be answered by a definitive rule which goes farther than 
awarding minor penalties in marking. 


It is not at present the practice to have separate classes for the replica, the rebuild, 
and the original, and it is said that the main stumbling block is the very difficult job of 
saying where reasonable maintenance becomes rebuilding, and where rebuilding becomes 
replica construction. Indeed, as a judge, one has to rely on the honesty of the entrant 
coupled with one’s own experience. As things stand there is a distinct danger that the 
owner of the genuine car in original condition will not only be penalised in the judging 
ring, but also in the auction ring where, unlike antique furniture and Old Masters, there 
doesn’t seem to be a great deal to distinguish the prices paid for the original or for the 
replica. Qne rather suspects too that some buyers couldn't care less about the authenti- 
city of the car provided they are making an investment which is free from capital gains 
tax. Let us hope that not too many of the tax dodgers get interested to the detriment 
of the genuine enthusiast. 


What then shall we do about this, and where shall we draw the line? Can we state 
a percentage of body frame and/or panel replacement beyond which a repair becomes a 
rebuild? If so, what should this percentage be and how should it be assessed? Can we 
say that a new frame and old panels is a repair or new fabric on a Weymann frame a 
rebuild? What about changing the body type age for age or replacement with a more 
desirable type? How, in fact, are we going to authenticate, at once, the genuine and 
protect its owner? It must surely be worthwhile not only to preserve intact the originals 
but also to encourage those who can afford to rebuild and restore to spend their time and 
money, but we must be sure that we are being fair to both. 


Of course, finding old Rolls-Royce vehicles with the original bodies on them is very 
rare, and it has been noticed by the writer that when recently chassis have been restored, 
the majority of the bodies built have been Tourer bodies. Very few members in Australia 
have produced a fine example of a Veteran or Vintage limousine body, although at present 
the writer understands that Eric Rainsford in South Australia is nearing the completion 
of a Limousine body on Chassis No.1997, which he hopes to have completed shortly. 
{Editor - A superb car in every respect.) 


Of course the Tourer body is more popular, | feel, because of the fact that it is 
most probably cheaper to produce, or a lot of accessories needed to produce a good 
Limousine body are not needed for a Tourer. Many owners like having an open Tourer 
body, because it looks more sporty, and in some ways is more of a delight to drive. 


| feel it is most important that owners of very original cars should preserve these 
intact, as very original cars, but as restorations progress we must also encourage the 
owner who can afford to rebuild completely and restore a car which would otherwise 
have been left in the open paddock or at the junk yard. After all, a car in even an over- 
restored condition is much better than one lying out in a paddock. 
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YOU MAY BE OLD BUT ARE YOU AUTHENTIC? by J.W.S. 


A number of competitors in the Age and Authenticity Trophy competition at the 
Federal Rally were clearly interested to know where they had lost points and what 
anachronisms they had perpetrated. These notes are written to give members an idea of 
how the 1970 judges tackled the job and how they approached the problems associated 
with ‘‘docking” marks. 


Some two dozen cars had to be judged and they included every model from Silver 
Ghost to Wraith and hence your judges not only had to get busy but had to know all 
about everything. | for one would not claim omniscience in this field and nor would 
Peter Thorne but | think the pair of us covered ancient and modern fairly well particu- 
larly as the faults which lost points would have been obvious to most people with a 
mechanical bent and some experience of Royce practice. 


It is not my intention to knock anyone in these notes as the mere fact that people 
are willing to ‘‘make one” in a competition of this sort is an important factor contributing 
to the interest and success of the occasion and | don’t want to discourage them. My own 
car will never win an age and authenticity trophy because it will sport some of the 
commonest faults that lose points noteably plastic covered wiring and steam fittings on 
the exhaust! There are, however, people with a burning desire to get it right and it is to 
them that | dedicate the following: 


The faults which occurred most frequently although they did not lose many points 
included plastic insulated wiring, missing oil nipples or oil nipple caps and the lack of 
spring gaiters and/or leather gaiters on ball end joints. The question of spring gaiters 
is a tricky one and although marks were lost by several competitors for this it seems 
that at least some Silver Ghosts were delivered without them whilst others had them 
fitted as original equipment and after a pretty careful research into the various 
references that | have | cannot pin down any date after which gaiters were supplied 
to Ghosts without the option. Twentys and Phantom I’s and thereafter always had 
them - at least the catalogues show them as being included in the ‘package deal’’, 
Perhaps our various experts will come to the party and tell us what really happened. 


Apart from gaiters and associated oil nipples, exhaust systems were responsible for 
the loss of most marks. It is pretty clear that during the life of any model small 
variations in the method of manufacture occurred also some systems were welded 
from down pipe to tail pipe whilst others were flanged and had an expansion joint, 
the application of insulation, insulation cladding and heat deflector plates too gives 
ground for argument as to if and where it should be fitted and how. However many 
were the weird and wonderful rigs that had been dreamed up. Most of them must 
have cost a dollar or two and most of them would only last for a dollar or two's 
motoring. The cost of a well engineered system is high but it does last and it 
doesn’t lose points. 


Jubilee type clips were point loosers and only one or two owners had been able to 
get the right clips of RR manufacture. They are not too difficult to make and 
had they been manufactured they would have lost few, if any, points. 


One owner, who shall be nameless, swore on the rug of his forefathers that castle 
nuts were original fittings in his exhaust manifold bolts which were not even 
drilled for split pins; -he appeared to be ready to quote the book of Genisis the 
spare parts book and St. Paul's letter to the Ephesians in evidence - he lost marks 
nevertheless. Amongst less authentic fittings seen by the judges were a bicycle 
pedal thinly disguised as a starting handle, Armstrong telescopic shock absorbers 
on a 20 hp, an electronic rev. counter reading to 8000 RPM presumeably fitted in 
keen anticipation of a descent of the Clyde Mountains without brakes, Household 
wiring clips and S.U. pumps. 
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Minor transgressions which lost points included insulating tape binding where 
Rolls-Royce would have used cord, no fishtail on models which should have had 
them, no undertrays fitted to the engine, wiring conduits not fitted (front bulk- 
head), shock absorbers incomplete, magneto missing, non standard brackets and 
splash guards fitted, plastic pipes for petrol lines, ignition wiring lashed up with 
leather straps, and also without the numbered rings at each end modified petrol 
lines (albeit very neatly done to lead to a standby $.U. pump), non original starter 
carburettors, non original fuel tank caps, polished rocker covers, chromium plating 
of items not normally plated or normally nickel plated. 


The polished engine compartment, although a thing of beauty and a joy for ever to 
me, must surely lose marks if competing with an equally authentic but unpolished 
engine if a tie were to be run off. Royce if he insisted on a component not merely 
being right but looking right did not extend this to unnecessary polish nor did he 
plate unnecessarily. 


Finally the competition was judged entirely on those items produced by Rolls- 
Royce as original equipment and hence lights, bodywork, tools (which were 
admittedly Rolls-Royce but selected by the body builder), paint etc. were not 
considered, Such an item asa replacement radiator core lost points on the basis 
that an original one was worth more all things being equal. 


| hope that this has helped and not frightened people off - don't forget the winner 
this year is virtually penalised out for another three years. Many of the things which lost 
points and which made the difference between being on the short list and not coming 
anywhere near it were probably very cheap but difficult to come by. There must be a 
huge market for correct oil nipple caps and hose clips and no doubt if these are not 
available we could get together and have a batch made. Any takers? 


ORIGINALITY? 


Dramatic entry in the Mexico World Cup Rally is this Rolls-Royce 
owned by Mr. Ray Richards of Reading. First Rolls since 1906 to 
take part in such an event, it is seen being tested in Shropshire. 
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FEDERAL RALLY, CANBERRA, 1970 by R.A.8. 


Once again Canberra was the venue for this year’s Federal Rally and the host State 
was New South Wales. The Rally enticed the greatest number of cars and members yet 
to gather for this event, the highlight of our Club’s calendar. Over 400 members and 
112 cars were there, the majority of the cars being in the post-war classes. 


The weather on the Friday, the day most of the cars made the journey from their 
home state, was far from kind and many hours of preparatory cleaning, polishing and 
general hard work were well and truly covered with mud and dirt by the time the venue 
was finally reached. The main Rally Office was in the foyer of the Canberra Rex Hotel 
and what an awe inspiring sight, albeit disheartening, to pull into the grounds of that 
Hotel and see, majestically parked at the front, one superbly presented Silver Cloud | 
belonging, | discovered later, to Malcolm Johns. This car was just one of the Company's 
products which filled and, in fact, overflowed from the car park. 


Saturday dawned slightly overcast and very cold but at one of the service stations, 
in the middle of the city, there was already a queue of cars waiting to make use of a 
pressure spray-detergent cleaning device. Once this had been accomplished and the 
majority of the road dirt removed, the job of repolishing all those parts which had 
suffered in the trip lay ahead. During the afternoon someone informed me that there 
was a cruise around Lake Burley Griffin for those lucky people who were either not 
committed to cleaning, or alternatively, had arrived in sufficient time to have finished 
the chore. 


The Saturday evening was taken by a Smorgasborg Dinner at the Rex together with 
an incredible collection of slides of vehicles in the recent International Rally together 
with an even more incredible running commentary by Dr. Barrie Gillings. The latter 
being interspersed, with great regularity, by the fact that Barrie was, once more, removing 
the radiator of his Phantom II. (Editor - Perhaps you may like to let me know why 
Barrie and then | can let all the members in to the secret.) Following some well earned 
applause and thanks to Barrie and his slides a film of last year’s Rally at Perth was shown. 
The evening ended by having yet another round of drinks and then either off to bed, if 
you had been cleaning all day, or off to a party, if you were fit enough. 


On Sunday final preparations were made to the cars before assembling at the 
Northbourne Oval, the departure point for the days rally. This was the first time that ail 
the cars had been in the one place at the one time. Arranged in approximately chrono- 
logical order around the perimeter they certainly made an impressive sight. Only one, or 
perhaps two, things were disappointing and they are related. The fact that, in proportion, 
there were so few pre-war cars and that, to my knowledge, there were no examples of 
pre-war Bentleys at all, meant that some of the excitement and splendour was lost. 


The procession finally moved off through the city and out through Queanbeyan to 
Bungendore where the judging and events were to be held. Although the sun was shining, 
all were well rugged up against the biting wind which felt as if it was carrying the snow 
from the Alps with it and right through everyone present. A deliciously hot barbecue 
lunch was provided and greatly appreciated by all. Judging proceeded all day and | am 
sure that all the competitors and onlookers were grateful that they did not have the task, 
both from the point of view of picking a winner from that gleaming array and also 
standing in that wind all day. Gradually the day drew to a close and people made their 
way back to town, the majority of them being caught in a traffic jam at Queanbeyan 


caused, | am told, by the football fans - | do not know, | just sat and waited and blessed 
the heater. 
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The Formal Dinner was held at the Rex once again and after dinner the prizes for 
the days activities were awarded. This brought to a close another Federal Rally, the 
twelfth, and we are all looking forward to renewing friendships once again at the 
thirteenth to be held at Shepparton next year. Good luck Victoria, see you there! 


1970 FEDERAL RALLY RESULTS 


JUDGES 


(1) Judges of Age and Authenticity 
Peter Thorne, Jenny Thorne and Captain Joseph Stead. 


(2) Judges of Concours d'Elegance 
Charles Wright, Harry Thompson, Patrick Kane-White and George Roberts. 


RESULTS 


(1) Age and Authenticity 


First - David Jones, 1920 Silver Ghost. 
Second - Terry Bruce, 1926 20 hp. 
Third - Len Partridge, 1937 25/30 hp. 


(2) Company Trophy 


First - George Harris, 1922 Silver Ghost. 
Second - Dick Donnelley, 1929 20/25 hp. 


(3) Exhibition Car Trophy 
First - Don Shiel, 1925 Phanton |. 


(4) Concours d’Elegance 


Silver Ghost Class 

First - Jack Jeffrey, 1923 Silver Ghost. 
Second - George Harris, 1922 Silver Ghost. 
20 hp and Phantom ! Class 

First - Terry Bruce, 1926 20 hp. 
Second - Don Shiel, 1925 Phantom lt. 


20/25 hp, 25/30 hp Phantom tI, 

Phantom 1!11 and Wraith Class 

First - Len Partridge, 1937 25/30 hp. 
Second - Owen Bailey, 1936 Phantom III. 
Post-war Class 

First - Malcolm Johns, 1956 Silver Cloud ft. 
Second - Jack Jeffrey, 1959 Silver Cloud |. 
Post-war Bentley Class 


First - David Kenway, 1960 SII. 
Second - Peter Sim, 1952R. 
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THE JOYS OF VINTAGE MOTORING or COMING HOME ON A CORK 
AND A PRAYER (with apologies to the war-time ditty) by E. JACK,N.S.W. 


We set out on Friday morning for the Federal Rally in Canberra, blue skies and 
bright sunshine with a crisp (very) breeze. Wet! coated and hatted, with the hood down 
on ‘‘Mathilda’’ (1921 Silver Ghost Tourer), all seemed right with the world as we purred 
along the Hume Highway. Then we noticed we did not know what speed we were doing 
as the speedometer had stopped working. This was not too annoying to destroy our 
mood of well-being, till there was a snap out front and the bonnet lifted on one side. On 
investigation, Ted found a clip had broken off allowing the breeze to lift the bonnet and 
subsequently scratch some paint off the mudguard (newly painted). A temporary repair 
with a piece of wire and rope (discarded by some obliging semi driver) and we were on 
our way. Next there was a clatter under the bonnet and something flew past through the 
open shutter. Another stop and investigation, to find a fan blade had broken off but 
caused no damage. 


The weather had become decidedly nasty the further south we travelled till, nearing 
Goulburn, it was cold, windy and threatening rain any minute. Then there was a horrible 
thump and thud under the bonnet and water and steam flew out the side. This time the 
sight that met our eyes was horrifying with the fan assembly twisted and broken blades 
lying down on the fan pulley and a gaping hole in the block, dribbling hot, rusty water. 
We felt we were watching the death throes of our Silver Ghost, and the end of our parti- 
cipation in the Rally. As it started then to sleet, we managed to hail a passing tow truck, 
already engaged, who gave Ted a Jift into Goulburn while | stayed with our stricken 
Mathilda’. In half an hour Ted was back with a low trailer and tow truck and we were 
towed back to Maraluen for the weekend, under cover, as the tow truck operator could 
not take us back to Sydney till Tuesday or Wednesday. 


We then decided to try and get to Canberra by hailing some passing club member 
with room for us, and three suitcases, or continue by train. We were only waiting by the 
roadside about ten minutes when along came two of the George Harris stable, driven by 
John Vawser and Duncan Campbell and, although well-loaded, they did not hesitate in 
making room for us and so we arrived in Canberra in style in an ex-vice-regal Silver Wraith. 


Our mood was very downcast on the Friday evening, but on Saturday we went along 
to the Canberra Rex and the sympathy and morai support of members did much to lighten 
our spirits. The more experienced of vintage car owners assured Ted our car was not lost 
and he could drive the old girl home by piugging the hole and not need a fan. The week- 
end passed with the usual fun and games and we were not short of offers of transport 
whenever we needed it. Our thanks to Jack Vidler, Bill Cutts and Peter Lamb. 


On Monday morning Ted set off in ‘‘Regina’’, one of the George Green fleet, while 
| waited with the bags in the Wraith. As usual, John and Duncan were called on for an 
ailing Phantom so | left the bags and obtained a lift with Brad and Joan Ryrie in the Dawn 
and arrived at Marulan only ten minutes after Ted. There was a short conference over the 
Ghost with George Green, Ted shaped a cork (champagne of course), hammered it into 
the hole in the block, stuck masking tape over it, filled the radiator and off we went, to 
the amazement and disgust of the tow truck operator in losing his customer. 


Just at this time, of course, a heavy shower started to fall before we could get the 
hood up, but that was a minor detail compared to the trip we had to make. We drove 
with anxious eyes on the temperature gauge and held our breath as we climbed each hill 
and the temperature climbed with us. When we reached Mittagong, we found we had not 
opened all the shutters in the bonnet in our anxiety about the cork popping out. We 
opened these, put in some more water and oil, and there was no more worry. 
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To avoid being caught ina traffic jam, we turned off the Hume Highway at 
Narellan. Our knowledge of Sydney’‘s outer suburbs paid off and we were not forced 
to idle for any tong periods. When we reached home, the temperature gauge was 
85-86°, and the old girl could have gone another 100 miles. 


We were very grateful to the club members who lent so much moral and practical 
support, particularly George Green with advice and shepherding along with us, John 
Vawser who delivered our luggage, and indirectly George Harris. 


NEW BOOKS - TOM CLARKE, W.A. 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars; 1903-1969: 

A bibliography by George David Lennox PATERSON. 
Crewe, RR Ltd., Technical Library, 1969. 17 pages. 
Standard Book No.902121 O1 4. 


| have not been able to see a copy as yet, but | am sure it will be a thorough 
listing of all books on the marque. It has been compiled by a member of the RR 
Technical Library. 


BOOK REVIEW 


"Silver Ghosts and Silver Dawn”, by W.A.Rowbotham. 290 pp. 
8-3/4 in. x 5-2/5 in. (Constable & Co. Ltd., 10 Orange Street, 
London, WC2. 50s.) 


This is one of the best motoring books | have read for avery longtime. The 
author retired recently from the Board after 44 years with Rolls-Royce, which Company 
he joined as a premium apprentice in 1919. It might be thought that his autobiography 
would be full of Rolls-Royce songs of praise and that, as so much has been published 
since the war about the “‘Best Car in the World’, he would repeat many of the old stories 
and legends. Nota bit of it! Mr. Rowbotham is far from fullsome in his praise for 
Rolls-Royce Ltd., rather the reverse. From criticism of the R-R apprenticeship scheme 
as it was just after the First World War, this runs through to unfavourable comparisons 
of the cars Rolls-Royce made just prior to the Second World War with American 
automobiles, which Rowbotham got to know well on visits to the States. 


“Silver Ghosts and Silver Dawn” may not entirely please R-R fanatics but read it 
they must, for much fascinating fresh material is included between its covers, presented 
in a most readable manner. Mr. Rowbotham tells of the unusual way in which this great 
Company operated, of the rival makes of cars they purchased and tested, of how he came 
to be involved in the frustrating task of inserting Merlin engines into our war-time tanks, 
and his ultimate satisfaction in developing Rolls-Royce diesel engines for universal 
industrial application. Throughout the book humour prevails and the style is crisp and 
satisfying, the author, as | have said, not being blinded by R-R supremacy and not 
pretending that the cars made at Derby and Crewe were better-than-perfect. 
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Much of intense interest to students of Rolls-Royce history is revealed in this 
important new book. For instance, an American car was bought so that its four-wheel 
braking system could be studied when big f.w.b. drums on the Phantom | had caused 
axle-tramp problems. Rowbotham also describes the Hispano-Suiza brake servo ona 
Boulogne model which R-R had purchased as ‘‘the best .... of any contemporary car", 
but ‘‘the foot-pressure needed to obtain maximum stopping power .... was about the 
same as that required to crush the shell of a grit-deprived battery chicken’s egg’’ and later 
he remarks that ‘‘One feature of Marc Birkigt's brake design was that while only the 
lightest pressure was needed in the forward direction, they were so heavy in reverse” that 
he ran backwards down Porlock hill after stalling on the second corner. There is the quite 
fascinating account of a drive from Derby to West Wittering (to visit Royce), Hivesin a 
f.w.b. Silver Ghost, Rowbotham in the Hispano-Suiza, and of other intimate aspects of 
getting the R-R braking system right (the troubles R-R had with f.w.b. were many, even 
the Sales Department describing their system incorrectly). Rowledge, incidently, is 
credited with making the R-R servo-braking system the best of all contemporary brakes 
and is amusingly described as driving a Le Mans type Lorraine-Dietrich owned by Rolls- 
Royce in the most inappropriate garb. 


That unis is not just another Rolls-Royce glee-book is clear when you find 
Rowbotham quoting Lord Hives as saying that although it was undoubtedly the most 
expensive car in the world, the Phantom II was no longer the quietest or most comfort- 
able vehicle in the world. This and other franknesses about the Company might suggest 
that Rowbotham took up his pen with a chip on his shoulder - rather, | suggest, such 
revelations stem from his intrinsic honesty and his habit of looking at the product from 
the viewpoint of its success commercially - how, otherwise, could he regard pre-war 
American cars, with their poor brakes, odd steering, plain facias and dismal-looking ‘‘tin’ 
engines, as superior to a P2 or P3 Rolls-Royce, except as tools of efficient transport and 
nothing more? 


Whatever the truth, Rowbotham's book is going to cause something of an uproar 
in R-R enthusiasts’ circles and it should be widely read by all who are interested in the 
subject. 


The author is extremely forthcoming about the ways in which Rolls-Royce cars 
were tested before the war, it being his task to organise these tests and to set up a test 
centre in France. 


To read Rowbotham’s remarkable contribution to R-R lore is tolearn much that is 
intriguing, to capture the atmosphere of long journeys in fine cars in pre-war times, and 
to look into the absorbing closed-shop that is motor-car manufacture, with intimate 
glimpses of how Sir Henry Royce and his engineers worked at it. There is the story of 
what happened when Rowbotham optimistically undertook a winter journey in America 
in an experimental Park Ward Rolls-Bentley, which will not please Bentley fanciers. 
(Incidently, | make no excuse for using the usually verboten term ‘‘Rolls-Bentley"’, 
because that is how Rowbotham names these cars.) He tells of how a 1937 Rolls-Royce 
P3 proved inferior to a straight-8 Buick at General Motors’ proving ground, is very 
interesting on the subject of E.R. Hall’s TT performances with Derby Bentleys (disagree- 
ing with W.O. Bentley’s observations on this race) and adds some delectable new facts 
about experimental R-R cars which will be news to most self-styled R-R experts. Do 
you, for instance, know what power the Rolls-Royce Myth developed or in what car its 
prototype engine was installed? (The Myth, for example, gets just ten words in Anthony 
Bird’s standard work on Rolls-Royce cars.) Ali this and much more is gleaned from this 
exceptional book, which is as readable as Minchin’s ‘‘Under My Bonnet”, and hasa 
likeness to the autobiography of Sir Miles Thomas. 
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“Silver Ghosts and Silver Dawn" is something no R-R follower can afford to miss; 
I think they will find the chapters dealing with tank development and industrial engine 
design {and the author’s farming exploits) nearly as interesting as those about Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars from 1919 to the birth of the post-war models - and Rowbotham is very 
interesting about the latter! 


Believe me, it is an important and welcome book, highly recommended; if it draws 
other Rolls-Royce executives to set down their reminiscences, perhaps in answer to some 
of W.A. Rowbotham’'s more controversial points, rather as W.O. Bentley replied to a book 
by A.C.F. Hillstead, we shall indeed be in clover. 


I REPRESENT 

THE HIGH CAPITAL COST, 

LOW RUNNING/OPERATING 
COST SITUATION 
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A WELCOME NEW ARRIVAL 


Mr. Percy Markham’s latest acquisition is this superb Silver Ghost, chassis No.BY 45. 


The car was delivered to the Rolls-Royce test department in January 1914, and a copy of 
the test report cards is with the car. It hasa % landaulet body by Barker, the coachwork 
is finished in dark green and black, and the landaulet is covered in black leather. The 
passenger compartment is trimmed in fawn Beford Cloth, and there are two occasional 
seats which face sideways and fold into the partition. The rear doors are elaborately 
finished in brocade. There is a vanity box with three silver topped bottles, also a silver 
flower vase and holder. There are linen head rests on the rear seats. All four side windows 
in the rear let down with brocade straps. The division between front and rear has two 
windows which slide vertically. The front compartment is trimmed in green leather in 
the diamond and button fashion, There are no side windows but there are two canvas 
curtains which can be clipped in to protect the driver. The windscreen can be opened, 


and also a large vent in the scuttle. 


The car has the full C.A.V. electric lighting system, one of the first Rolls-Royce cars 
to have electric lighting as standard fitting, with two head and two side lamps - the car 
now has two rear lights to comply with current regulations. These are all controlled from 
a C.A.V. switchbox with ammeter and volt meter. The speedometer is a Stewart and the 


bulb horn is by Boa. The car has the original sixty-six tools and a set of spare bulbs. 


No doubt it will be well known to all our Ghost enthusiasts in the club as being one 
of the cars owned by R.M. Neale and is certainly a very welcome addition to the veteran 


ranks of Club cars. 
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SILVER GHOST 49 FW, 1920 LtoE REPLICA by FRANCIS P. SHINE 


My father purchased this car, 49 FW, in Tasmania during 1962 and gave it to me 
for my 18th Birthday; 49 FW at this time was fitted with an enormous Stutz sedan body, 
which | removed and started to build a L to E body onthe chassis - taking two years 


to bring to a stage where | could register it. 


November 1964, 49 FW took to the road and proved to be a very rewarding project, 


covering some 8,000 miles in two years. 


September 19661 removed the L to E Tourer body and proceeded to dismantle the 
chassis, and go through it from start to finish, which consisted of sand blasting and 
repainting of the chassis, reconditioning of the motor in full, stove enamelling of cylinder 
blocks and exhaust manifolds, having castings made and turned, and fabricating a new 
stainless steel exhaust system, complete re-wiring of the electrical system, plus many other 


adjustments. 


| have only just put the body on again and hope that the car will make the road 


about September. 


Summing up | have owned and driven a wide selection of Rolls-Royce cars and 


numerous other Vintage cars, none of which have the magic appeal of a Silver Ghost. 
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REWIRING CERAMIC FIELD RESISTANCE FOR 3 BRUSH DYNAMO 
SERIES 20/25 hp ROLLS-ROYCE by TOM CLARKE, W.A. 


The function of the Field Resistance, mounted above the distribution box on the 
bulkhead, is to control the summer and winter charging rates. The resistance wire coiled 
around the ceramic cartridge eventually disintegrates and the charge disappears. 


This happened to my 1933 20/25 to the 15” side or winter high-charge resistance. 
| effected a temporary cure by putting a wire from fuse 2 in the distribution box to the 
top point of the field resistance. As the 48” side or summer low-charge was still 
functioning, this jumper wire gave a very high charge but better than nothing. 


if trouble is encountered an immediate cure is to drive with side lights, giving a 
6 amp charge, perhaps more. A charge of 1-2 amps is produced with the headlamps on. 


| determined to rewire and removed the cartridge. The top point of the field 
resistance has a small plate reading - Working Length 15" and 48’. From Telcon Australia 
| procured some 2.52 ohm resistance wire which is slightly thicker than original. To test 
the original ohmage the 48"’ side which was still functioning was tested and showed 
3.2 ohms or 0.8 ohms per foot. The 2.52 ohm wire | had was measured in 3 feet lengths 
and was, by mathematical deduction, 0.84 ohms per foot - close enough, to misquote 
Sir Henry. By further logic | was able to determine that the 15” side, non functional, 
was about 1/3rd the 48" side and hence 1/3rd the ohmage or 1.1 ohms. 


The resistance wire is straight, very springy and strong. | took a 15” length and 
coiled it closely around a wire coat hanger. This gave a similar coil diameter to the 
original. | then stretched it a little to the length of the cartridge side it had to fit, wound 
the ends around the contact points and proceeded to do the same with a 48” length. 


The operation was entirely successful, producing a 5 amp charge on summer rate 
and 10 amps on winter rate. 


CERAMIC FIELD RESISTANCE FOR 3 BRUSH DYNAMO SERIES 20/25 hp 
ROLLS-ROYCE FITTED ABOVE DISTRIBUTION BOX ON BULKHEAD 


small plate giving tength 


15" of coiled of wire required 


resistance wire 


48" of coiled 
— resistance wire 


CERAMIC 
CARTRIDGE 


contact points 
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